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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

A MEETING of the above Society was held on April 4th,
Surgeon-General John Murray, M.D., in the chair.
Dr. G. B. LONGSTAFF read a paper on Phthisis, Bronchitis,

and Pneumonia : Are they Epidemic Diseases? The fol-

lowing is an abstract :-The author explained that his

object was to examine the Registrar-General’s returns in
such a way as would make clear their bearing on the solution
of the question propounded. As in previous papers, relating
to summer diarrhoea and the diseases allied to erysipelas
respectively, he exhibited diagrams graphically representing
the death-rates for England and Wales from the diseases in

question, and certain others in various ways allied to them,during a period of twenty-five years ; also showing the same
death-rates in London for thirty-three years, compared with
a curve expressing the number of cold days in each winter.
Many other cufves had been pointed out by the author,
but only a few had proved useful for the purpose in
hand. One diagram showed that the death-rate curve

of phthisis deviates but very little ftom a straight line,
resembling in this respect those for cancer, apoplexy,
paralysis, convulsions, and fractures. The curves of tuber-
cular meningitis (hydrocephalus), and to a less degree tabes
mesenterica, resembled the phthisis curve. The phthisis
death-rate had fallen 20 per cent. during the last twenty
years. The bronchitis curve exhibited considerable fluctua-
tions, but on the average it had risen 81 per cent. during
twenty years. Pneumonia gave a curve closely resembling
that of bronchitis in many respects, but the average mortality
had fallen 20 per cent. The total mortality from all
diseases of the respiratory organs, together with phthisis,
showed an increase of 5 per cent., indicating that probably
many deaths formerly returned as due to phthisis or pneu-
monia were now classed with bronchitis. Pleurisy appeared
to be more allied to rheumatism than to respiratory diseases.
From the curves relating to London deaths, it appeared that
bronchitis and pneumonia corresponded with the coldness of
the winters, but not so closely as might have been expected.
Phthisis was but little affected. Curves derived from Messrs.
Buchan and Mitchell’s paper on the Influence of Weather on
Mortality, showing the average weekly fluctuations of the
death-rates from various causes in London during thirty
years, strongly confirmed the author’s conclusions, with the
single exception of tabes mesenterica, which gives an entirely
different curve from that of phthisis. In another diagram
were exhibited the week-to-week fluctuations of the deaths
from bronchitis and pneumonia during the last five winters
in London, and their relation to cold; also the same for
phthisis during two of the winters. This diagram showed
clearly that the pneumonia death curve had a general corre-
spondence with the bronchitis death curve ; but it differed
in two particulars-viz., the fluctuations were much less,
and while it rose in the autumn as rapidly, it fell in the
spring more gradually. In the spring of 1879 there was a
prolonged high mortality from both bronchitis and pneumonia
out of proportion to the severity of the cold ; and during
the whole winter 1878-9 the two curves of bronchitis and
pneumonia corresponded less closely than in the others. The
effect of two hard winters upon the phthisis mortality
was shown to be remarkably slight. It was noted that for
every 1000 females who died of pneumonia not less than
1460 males died, whereas in the case oi bronchitis the
numbers were 1000 females to 1104 males, and in the case
of phthisis 1000 females to 1046 males. Bronchitis caused
nearly three times as many deaths in proportion to popula.
tion in Lancashire as in Gloucester. The mortality was
also very high in metropolitan Surrey and Middlesex, West
Yorkshire, Warwick, and Monmouth. It was very low in
Cornwall, Sussex, Norfolk, extra - metropolitan Surrey,
Cambridge, and Gloucester. Pneumonia was most fatal in
Lancashire, Monmoutb, South Wales, West Yorkshire,
Stafford, and metropolitan Middlesex and Surrey; least
in Susex, Wilta, Ilants, Bucks, Oxford, Noith York-
shire, and Westmoreland. In eight Jegistration counties
pneumonia was found to be comparatively much more

fatal than bronchitis -viz., Sjuth Wales, Gloucester,
Rutland, extra-metropolitan Surrey, Bedford, Cornwall,
Monmouth, and Cambridge. In ten registration counties
bronchitis was found to be relatively more fatal than pneu-
monia&mdash;viz., North Yorkshire. Warwick, Wilts, metro-

politan Surrey, Cumberland, Nottingham, Westmoreland,

Cheshire, Somerset, and Oxford. The author’s main con.
clusions were : 1. That the mortality statistics of England
and Wales did not give any evidence in favour of the view
that phthisis is communicable, but they showed, on the other
haud, that weather had very little influence on the phthids
death-rate. 2. That while bronchitis and pneumonia were
both greatly influenced by meteorological conditions, it was
difficult to explain by those conditions alone all the phe.
nomena. 3. That common catarrh was a communicable
disease, and that it was probable that very many cases of
bronchitis and pneumonia might be looked upon as com-
plications of that or some similar disease of mild character
when uncomplicated. 4. That the different incidence of
bronchitis and pneumonia on the two sexes pointed to some
difference in the causation of the two diseases. 5. That
there would appear to be some common factor in the causa.
tion of phthisis and tubercular meningitis.

In the discussion which followed Surgeon-GeneralMurray,
Dr. Thorne Thorne, Dr. Heron, Dr. Mahomed, Brig4de
Surgeon Scriven, and Mr. Shirley Murphy took part. Sur.
geon-Major J. B. White read some comments on the subject
by Surgeon-General De Renzy, and added some observations
of his own.

MIDLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY.

THE ordinary meeting of this Society was held on

March 21st in the Medical Institute, Birmingham, Dr.
Malins, President, in the chair.
Mr. PRIESTLEY SMITH exhibited a pai ient suffering from

greatly impaired Vision. The periphery of the visual field
was of normal extent. The central area was nearly blind, as 

’

demonstrated by charts taken with the perimeter. The
optic discs were pale, the retinal arteries small. The man
had symptoms suggestive of locomotor ataxy; he had also
been a heavy smoker for many years. The central amblyopia
pointed rather to the effects of tobacco than to atrophy
from spinal disorder, but it appeared that there was a
progressive atrophy going on, such as accompanies locomotor
ataxy. It was suggested that the atrophic process had
affected the central fibres first because they were already
damaged by tobacco.
Mr. JORDAN LLOYD showed two Hernial Sacs removed

for the Radical Cure of Inguinal Hernia. One patient,
aged fifty, died on the twelfth day of pneumonia; no peri.
tonitis. The second, a child aged two yeais, had made a
good recovery.-Mr. LLOYD also showed a Tumour as large as
a hen’s egg, which he had removed from the bladderof aman,
aged thirty- four. Symptoms had existed for twelve months.
The patient was progressing favourably.

Dr. BARLING exhibited an adult patient who by a fall
had torn the ligamentous union of an old fractured patella.
By a longitudinal incision over the bone the fragments had
been laid bare, refreshed, and then approximated by a single
silver wire suture, which was cut off short and left in s&Uuml;n.
The operation had been performed seven weeks before, and
the fragments were in good position, and in the course of
time Dr. Barling hoped that a solid osseous union would
take place.

Dr. LESLIE PHILLIPS exhibited a Heart weighing thirty
ounces, the seat of ulcerative endocarditis on the aortic and
mitral valves. The aorta was ulcerated through an inch
above the valves ; the pericardium contained several ounces
of blood, and each pleural cavity half a pint.
Dr. T. NELSON showed a calculus, more than half an inch

squaie, which had been passed by a woman per urethram.
Dr. SiMON, in a paper on the Treatment of Ringworm,

advocated thorough and vigorous measures so long asablack
spot or a stumpy hair remained; and, when necessary,
suitable constitutional remedies. For local application in
recent cases sulphurous acid and glycerine and carbolic acid
pomade were useful. Epilation was also often necessary. For
chronic cases oleate (,f mercury and croton oil, properly
applied as directed by Dr. Alder Smith, would generally
effect a cuce.

Mr. JORDAN LLOYD read a paper on a method of Controlling
Haemorrhage in operations at the Hip-joint. After the limo
to be operated upon has been emptied of blood, a pad is placed
over the external iliac artery, and a double piece of a flat
elastic tourniquet applied, so as to pass internal to the
tuber ischii across the pelvic ramus, parallel to and above
Poupart’s ligament, to a point above the iliac crest; the

posterior half of the ligature crosses the sciatic notch and
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over the buttock, to meet its fellow above the crest. The
tendency to slip down the limb is prevented by the hand of
an assistant embracing the bandage. Mr. Lloyd quoted
seven cases, three of which were amputation through the
hip-joint, in which this method had been employed with
every success. The advantages claimed for this plan are
that it is so simple that no special skill is required to apply
it; that no injury is done to the abdominal or pelvic con-
tents ; that it controls, without stopping, the haemorrhage
at a point nearer to the seat of operation than does any
other plan now in force.

ACADEMY OF MEDICINE IN IRELAND.

SUBSECTION OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY.
THE opening meeting of the Subsection of Anatomy and

Physiology was held on Feb. 1st, the President of the Section,
Dr. Alexander Macalister, F.R.S., occupying the chair. I

Exlaibitiorz of Specimens.
Dr. D. J. CUNNINGHAM exhibited frozen sections of

various parts of the human body. Dr. P. S. ABRAHAM
exhibited (1) a specimen illustrative of the occurrence of
two Superior Vense Cavse in the human subject, and
(2) sections of certain Tissues in lower animals. Mr. T. F.
KNOTT exhibited (1) section of human Hair-follicles, demon-
strating the connexion of Henle’s and Huxley’s sheaths ;
(2) Frog’s Nerve, showing Lautermann’s notches ; and (3) ter-
mination of Nerve in Frog’s Muscle, showing Bremer’s
"End-dolde."

The President’s Acldi-ess.
Dr. MACALISTER delivered an address on the History

of Anatomical Research in Ireland. Beginning with the
ancient Irish medical literature of the tenth and fourteenth i
centuries, whose anatomical knowledge is borrowed from ’,
classical sources, he sketched the progress of teaching and
of investigation, touching on the researches of Mullen,
Molyneux, O’Halloran, in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and those of Macartney, Colles, and their suc-
cessors in the present century.

The Refwctory Periotl ofthe Auricle of tlae Heart.
Dr. PURSER gave the results of some new experiments

which he had made on local electrical stimulation of the
different portions of the frog’s heart. It was found that
for the sinus, the auricle, and the ventricle, the law held
good that each of these parts is insensible or refractory to
single induction shocks during its systole, while, if stimu-
lated during its diastole, it responded by an extra contraction,
followed, in the case of the sinus, by a contraction of the
auricle and ventricle ; in that of the auricle by the con-
traction of the ventricle. Some observations were made on
the circumstances which influenced the rapidity with which
the contraction of the ventricle follows that of the auricle.--
Dr. THORNLEY STOKER called attention to the extreme prac-
tical importance ot Dr. Purser’s results in explaining how
the murmur of mitral stenosis may be sometimes pre-systolic
and sometimes post-diastolic.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
An Atlas oj Illu8tration8 of Pathology. Compiled (chiefly I

from original sources) for the New Sydenham Society.
Fasciculus IV. Diseases of the Liver. Plates XVII. to
XX1L, with Pathological Summary by Dr. GOODHART.
London. 1882.

WHEX the Council of the New Sydenham Society decided
upon the publication of a pathological atlas they not only
took a step which decidedly increased the popularity of the
Society, but gave an opportunity to English pathologists
to declare the position they have attained. The present
instalment is one of the best of the series yet issued. It

comprises three coloured plates-illustrations of brown

atrophy, cirrhosis, tuberculosis and cystic disease of the

liver, as well as lymphadenoma of the spleen, and three
other plates containing some fifty well-executed drawings of

the pathological histology of the liver. The author’s name
is a sufficient guarantee of the good quality of the ac-

companying text, for Dr. Goodhart writes forcibly and
clearly, and advances many well-considered arguments in
support of his views, when these run counter to generally
accepted statements. After introductory chapters upon
the normal anatomy of the liver and its pathological
changes in general, he discusses in turn each separate
diseased condition. Perhaps the most interesting of these
articles are those upon acute yellow atrophy and cirrhosis,
as they are also the most elaborately discussed. Upon the
question whether the former disease is primarily inflam.

matory or degenerative, Dr. Goodhart decides, after a

thorough analysis, in favour of the latter view. Upon
cirrhosis he speaks with much force in behalf of the identity
of the process maillly as an interstitial inflammation in all
the various forms of the disease, and will not admit the
occurrence of a "biliary cirrhosis," with which the writings
of Hanot, Charcot, and others have of late years familiarised
u Ili. The appearances of excessive bile-duct formation,
which by some are attributed to proliferation of the hepatic
cell:’, are explained by him as being merely concomitants
of the main process, which is a spreading inflammation of
Glisson’s capsule; and his comparison of the so-called "hyper-
trophic cirrhosis " with malignant disease or tumour forma-
tion is worth reflection. This is not the place to attempt an
adequate discussion of a subject that strikes at the very
foundations of pathological processes, and of the part played
by the secreting cells of a gland in its chronic tissue changes.

Tmnsactions of the Clinical Society of London. Vol. XV.
London : Longmans, Green, and Co. 1882.

Tms is the most bulky volume of Transactions yet issued
by this Society. It contains no less than forty-six papers
and the reports of two committees. A glance through the
titles of the papers published shows that they embrace a
very wide field of clinical observation, and refer to most of
the subjects in Clinical Medicine and Surgery that have
recently excited special interest. There is a group of papers
on Myxeedema, in which all our present knowledge on this
obscure disease is to be found, and illustrated by the
cases recorded. The recent advances in the surgical treat-
ment of affections of the kidney are illustrated and discussed
in no less than six communications, including accounts of
the partial and complete removal of the organ for calealous
or strumous disease and pyelitis, and of the removal of renal
calculus in four cases. Dr. Greenhow continues the record
of his results of the treatment of rheumatic fever in a paper
on Cases Treated with Iodide of Potassium and Sulphate of
Quinine. The volume contains an interesting report of a
Committee on Chromidrosis, the most important part of
which is the clear demonstration that while this affection is
often simulated, it nevertheless does occur spontaneously and
is a pathological verity. Following this is a long and careful
report of a committee appointed to inquire into the

Causes, Consequences, and Treatment of Hyperpyrexia in
Rheumatic Fever and other Acute Febrile Diseases. The

report contains some accurate observations and valuable

facts, and although it does not throw light upon the causes
or the pathological conditions in hyperpyrexia, it is a very
valuable contribution to our clinical knowledge of this im-
portant complication of febrile disorders. The volume is

sufficiently illustrated by woodcuts and chromo-lithograph
plates, and is in all respects worthy of the Society.
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Eegioncd Surgery, including Surgical Diag2osis. A
Manual for the use of Students. Part I., the Head
and Neck. By F. A. SOUTHAM, M.A., M.B.Oxon.,
F.R.C.S. Eng. ; Assistant-Surgeon to the Manchestef


